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Molecular Biology Meets Rock and Roll: 

Dr. Maiuri’s Story In Support of Huntington Disease 
 

(KITCHENER, ON) June 27, 2017 – Hailing from the Niagara area in Ontario, Dr. Tamara Maiuri is a scientist, a 
Huntington disease (HD) researcher. And she has HD in her family. Her mom is symptomatic. There is a 50% 
chance that if her cells were under the microscope, they’d have the HD mutation. Maybe they do. Maybe 
they don’t. She has chosen not to be tested.  
 
Huntington disease (HD) is an inherited, debilitating brain disorder that is fatal and incurable. About one in 
every 7,000 Canadians has HD and approximately one in every 5,500 is at-risk of developing the disease. 
Many more are touched by HD whether as a caregiver, a family member, or a friend. Huntington disease is 
devastating for both the body and the mind. The symptoms, which may include uncontrollable jerking 
movements and relentless cognitive and emotional impairment, usually present between the ages of 30 and 
45, and gradually worsen over the 10-25 year course of the disease. Eventually they lead to total 
incapacitation and death. 
 
Every day, Tam has the privilege of working in one of the best research laboratories on the planet, trying to 
solve the puzzle of this disease in the only way she knows how: science. 
 
Every day, she also lives with the knowledge that her mom is getting sicker and that she wants to do 
everything she can to help her, and other families affected by HD. That’s the other part of her story. She’s 
also a musician and her band, Eli and the Strawman, plays benefit concerts to raise money to help families 
impacted by HD. 
  
Working in Dr. Ray Truant’s lab at McMaster University in Hamilton, her team has received crucial research 
funding from the Society. In fact, gifts from donors have helped acquire some of the most powerful 
microscopes in the world!  
 
Today, and every day, these powerful microscopes are used to lock focus on the HD protein, called 
huntingtin. Dr. Truant and Dr. Maiuri already know some really cool things about this protein: it’s shaped 
like a scaffold, it exists to move other proteins around within brain cells, and is connected to DNA repair. In 
people with HD, something goes wrong with the huntingtin protein, causing brain cells to die. But HD cells 
grown in the lab can be made healthy again by introducing molecules or compounds from the outside. 
  
Research has also found that it is possible to make the cells healthy again in mice! While this research wasn’t 
discovered Dr. Truant and Dr. Maiuri’s lab, it has been happening in other labs. Researchers like Dr. Maiuri 
and Dr. Truant are still trying to discover the ‘why’ and the ‘how’—but they’re working on it!  
 
Dr. Tamara Maiuri has shared both sides of her story to raise awareness about this devastating disease. “I 
hope you feel moved and inspired by Tamara’s story! We are so grateful to have her brilliant mind working 
on HD research, and her creative soul sharing beautiful music,” says CEO Bev Heim-Myers.  
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Dr. Tamara Maiuri (pictured growing cells in lab) 
 

 
 
 
About the Huntington Society of Canada 
The Huntington Society of Canada (HSC) is a respected leader in the worldwide effort to end Huntington 
disease (HD). HSC is the only national health charity dedicated to providing help and hope for families 
dealing with HD across Canada. HSC aspires to a world free from Huntington disease. For more information 
about Huntington disease and the Huntington Society of Canada visit www.huntingtonsociety.ca. 
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